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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
• Patient presents with progressive weight loss. On physical examination, multiple enlarged 
lymph nodes were palpated, and an abdominal mass was noted. 
• X-ray and blood work were performed. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN & THORAX 
 
Lateral and ventrodorsal views of thorax and abdomen totaling 4 images available for review in JPEG 
format. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
ABDOMEN 
 
A cranial, large cranial abdominal soft tissue mass effect likely arising from liver or spleen is seen. 
The mass effect is border effacing with both the liver and the spleen.  
 
The abdominal cavity is distended. 
 
THORAX 
 
The serosal detail is preserved on the thorax. 
 
There appears to be mild sternal lymph node enlargement.  
 
Mild hypervolemia evidenced by microcardia and underperfusion of the lung is seen.  
 
No pulmonary nodules are identified. 
 
Course and width of the trachea are considered within normal limits. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 
• Large cranial abdominal mass, possible hepatic or splenic origin  
• Mild cranial thoracic lymphadenopathy of the sternal lymph nodes 
• No radiographic evidence of thoracic metastasis 
• Radiographic signs of hypervolemia 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals a large cranial abdominal mass likely of hepatic or splenic origin. 
Anatomic assignment and further characterization require abdominal ultrasound with eventual 
sampling for cytology or histopathology. 
 
The radiographic study also suggests presence of mild sternal lymphadenomegaly. The cranial 
abdomen is one of the tributary regions of the sternal lymph nodes, so that reactive hyperplasia is a 
possible underlying cause of the radiographic findings. Summation artifact and other lymph node 
pathology cannot be ruled out. Ultrasonographic examination could be considered for further 
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definition if available. 
 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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